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Introduction

We, at Bureau Europa, are honoured to present the 
exhibition Black Transparency – The Right To Know 
In The Age Of Mass Surveillance by design and 
research studio Metahaven.

In their practice, the studio approaches graphic 
design as a research tool, a mode of exploring and 
analysing the superstructures of contemporary 
society. Meandering fluidly over the boundaries of 
the discipline, Metahaven uses graphic design as a 
form of agency, mirroring the force fields of our time 
while simultaneously creating  ‘black (loop)holes’ of 
productive perspectives with a landscape of existing 
structures.

Contrary to the current political cultural climate, one 
of legitimisation, Metahaven’s practice articulates 
and illustrates the importance and potential of 
contemporary design. By addressing political and 
economic issues and visualizing them in a provoca-
tive manner, they aim at social empowerment and 
political change. The studio operates on a manifold 
of intersections, between analysis and image, be-
tween theory and gesture, between fiction and fact, 
revealing the centre and the periphery of contempo-
rary culture. 

We are excited that Metahaven took up our invita-
tion to work on transforming their vast amount of 
research on the notion of transparency into a solidi-
fied manifestation. The solo exhibition represents 
this research into the design of power structures, 
nation-states, information networks, and territories. 
All are brought together in a seductive visual narra-
tive. Parallel to the exhibition, the publication Black 
Transparency – The Right To Know In The Age Of 
Mass Surveillance, which comprises Metahaven’s 
essays, will be realised.

Saskia van Stein
Director Bureau Europa

Introductie

Bureau Europa presenteert met trots de tentoonstel-
ling Black Transparency – The Right To Know In The 
Age of Mass Surveillance van ontwerp- en onder-
zoekstudio Metahaven.

In hun praktijk benadert Metahaven grafisch ont-
werp als een onderzoeksinstrument, een manier om 
de superstructuren van de hedendaagse maat-
schappij te verkennen en te analyseren. Metahaven 
zwerft over de grenzen van de discipline, gebruikt 
grafisch ontwerp om te agenderen, en spiegelt de 
krachtenvelden van onze tijd, terwijl de studio tege-
lijkertijd ‘zwarte (schiet)gaten’ creëert – productieve 
perspectieven met een landschap van bestaande 
structuren.

In tegenstelling tot het huidige politieke en culturele 
klimaat van legitimisering, articuleert en illustreert de 
praktijk van Metahaven het belang en het potentieel 
van hedendaags ontwerp. Door het adresseren van 
politieke en economische vraagstukken en het pro-
vocatief visualiseren daarvan, richt Metahaven zich 
op sociale emancipering en politieke verandering. 
De studio opereert tussen analyse en beeld, tussen 
theorie en gebaar, tussen fictie en feit, waarbij zij  
het centrum en de periferie van hedendaagse cul-
tuur onthullen. 

Wij zijn verguld dat Metahaven onze uitnodiging 
heeft aangenomen om hun onderzoek naar het 
begrip transparantie om te zetten in een tastbare, 
gematerialiseerde vorm. Deze solotentoonstelling 
representeert dit onderzoek naar het ontwerp van 
machtsstructuren, natiestaten, informatienetwer-
ken en territoria. Dit alles wordt samengebracht 
in een verleidelijk visueel narratief. Parallel aan 
deze tentoonstelling wordt de publicatie Black 
Transparency – The Right To Know In The Age Of 
Mass Surveillance gerealiseerd, waarin essays van 
Metahaven zijn opgenomen.

Saskia van Stein
Directeur Bureau Europa



Black Transparency

The Black Transparency project questions how infor-
mation is organised globally and what role the con-
cept of transparency occupies within it. Metahaven’s 
research in this field covers the technological, legal 
(infra)structures of information, organisation, and 
power networks of the internet, in relation to locality.

The internet, once seen as the de-territorialised 
space amid a world of nation states, appears to be 
an instrument with far-reaching consequences and 
implications for borders, jurisprudence, and sover-
eignty. This is at odds with the original ideology of 
the internet: freedom (of information), emancipation, 
and democratisation. 

The current Western democracy presupposes 
open government and personal privacy. Trust is a 
key concept in the relationship between business, 
government, and citizen. Transparency is an exten-
sion of the concept of trust. However, as the current 
examples of ‘whistleblowers’ show, the practices of 
governments are often hidden under a blanket of 
secrecy and/or hidden agendas. The possibilities 
the internet offers for self-organisation through, on 
the one hand, the sharing of information and, on the 
other, the economically motivated power structures 
of the hidden, do not fit within our democratic and 
humanitarian principles. From Bradley Manning and 
WikiLeaks to LulzSec and Anonymous, from the 
Icelandic Modern Media Initiative to the disclosures 
of Edward Snowden, the calls for knowledge and for 
public transparency are becoming louder and more 
visible. 

The visualisation of ‘transparency’ also raises ques-
tions about identity, representation, and the role of 
the design discipline(s) itself. The internet as a su-
perstructure of creation, transmission, and imitation, 
means designers are not only capable of creating 
a message, but also to play an important role in 
catalysing political and social change.

Black Transparency is an exhibition of Metahaven’s 
research and design work, translated by them into 
visual proposals, infographics, garments, a short 
documentary and video interviews with internet 
activists and legal experts about the ambiguity, con-
tradictions, and the potential around the production 
and distribution of information.

Black Transparency

In het project Black Transparency staat de vraag 
centraal hoe informatie mondiaal is georganiseerd 
en welke plaats het begrip transparantie daarbinnen 
inneemt. Het onderzoek bestrijkt de technologi-
sche en juridische (infra)structuren van informatie-, 
organisatie- en machtsnetwerken van het internet, 
gekoppeld aan lokaliteit.

Het internet, ooit gezien als de gedeterritorialiseerde 
ruimte te midden van een wereld van natiestaten, 
blijkt een instrument te zijn met vergaande gevolgen 
en implicaties voor grenzen, jurisprudentie en 
soevereiniteit. Dit staat op gespannen voet met de 
oorspronkelijke ideologie van internet: vrijheid (van 
informatie), emancipering en democratisering.

De huidige Westerse democratie veronderstelt 
openheid van bestuur en persoonlijke privacy. 
Vertrouwen vormt een kernbegrip in de relatie 
tussen bedrijf, bestuur en burger, en transparantie 
ligt in het verlengde van het begrip vertrouwen. De 
actuele voorbeelden van ‘klokkenluiders’ tonen 
echter aan dat de praktijken van overheden vaak 
schuil gaan onder een deken van geheimzinnigheid 
en/of dubbele agenda’s. De mogelijkheden tot zelf-
organisatie die internet biedt door het delen van in-
formatie enerzijds en de (geo)politieke, economisch 
gemotiveerde machtsstructuren van het verborgen 
houden anderzijds, rijmen niet met onze democra-
tische en humanitaire grondprincipes. Van Bradley 
Manning en WikiLeaks tot LulzSec en Anonymous, 
van het Icelandic Modern Media Initiative tot de 
onthullingen van Edward Snowden: de roep om het 
recht op informatie en publieke transparantie wordt 
steeds luider.

Het visualiseren van ‘transparantie’ werpt daarnaast 
vragen op over identiteit, representatie en de rol 
van de ontwerpdiscipline(s) zelf. Het internet als 
superstructuur van creatie, transmissie en imitatie 
stelt de ontwerpers namelijk niet alleen in staat een 
boodschap te creëren maar ook om een belangrijke 
rol te vervullen bij het katalyseren van politieke en 
sociale verandering.

De tentoonstelling Black Transparency toont het on-
derzoek en ontwerpwerk van Metahaven, bestaande 
uit visuele voorstellen, infographics, kleding, een 
korte film en video-interviews met internetactivis-
ten en juridische experts over de ambiguïteit, de 
contradicties en het potentieel rond de productie en 
distributie van informatie.
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Black Transparency—Videogram

Transparent Camouflage 
WikiLeaks Merchandising 
Scarves, t-shirts, buttons 
2011—

Ecuador
WikiLeaks scarf, 100% silk 
2012

Red Flag 
WikiLeaks scarf, 100% silk 
2011

WikiLeaks 
WikiLeaks scarf, 100% silk 
2011

Jurisdiction 
WikiLeaks scarf, 100% silk 
2011

T-shirts and scarves shoot 
Photographs on dibond panels 
2011

Maps 
Wallpaper

Architecture
2010—

Axis of Reputation 
2012

Timeline 
2013— 
 
Video from Metahaven: Islands
 in the Cloud MoMA PS1, 2013

Black Transparency—Videogram
HD video, 13m
2013

Captives of the Cloud—
Scanlation 
Comic, digital print on silk 
2013 

The Great Firewall 
Collective Futures 
Posters, screen print 
2013 

Data center proposals

Sheikh al-Skype  
Nomadic Data Tent, Yemen
Digital print on cotton 
2013

The Good Ship Anonymous 
International waters, possibly off 
the coast of Iceland
Wood, epoxy, fibre-optic cable 
2013

Large Data Collider 
Borderless Data Hosting in and 
between Norway and Russia
Epoxy, metal 
2013 

Video interviews 
HD Video, July–August 2013

A Amelia Andersdotter 
14m

B Alexa O’Brien 
15m

C Birgitta Jónsdóttir 
28m

D Smári McCarthy 
23m

E Gabriella Coleman 
35m

F Mega.co.nz (Bram van der Kolk 
and Vikram Kumar) 
22m

Sunshine Unfinished 
Transparency timeline 
Wallpaper 
2013

BT Data Shields 
Dibond panels 
2013

B
T D

ata S
hieldsA   B   C   D

E 
  F

Maps



WikiLeaks Merchandise

Metahaven’s work for WikiLeaks dates back to 
2010, when the designers proposed to work on the 
WikiLeaks identity. By e-mail they received a reply 
within the hour, stating “Go for it! we have a shortage 
of such things. J.A.” The J.A., of course, was Julian 
Assange.

In Spring 2010, WikiLeaks was still a “faceless” 
organization, which provided a publishing platform 
for leaked documents. Initial visual experiments by 
Metahaven were on the WikiLeaks logo, “the melting 
hourglass”, and WikiLeaks’ “image economy” – the 
way in which its visual currency develops online. 
After an extensive investigation by the designers, 
much later this mark turned out to be the work of an 
Australian physicist who had studied with Assange. 

What started off as a conversation suggesting 
WikiLeaks ought to re-evaluate its “visual identity” 
eventually evolved into a strategy: designing a series 
of merchandise items to be sold to help WikiLeaks 
financially. The organization suffered from a financial 
blockade: an embargo by some financial service 
providers including VISA, MasterCard and PayPal, 
blocking donations to the site. WikiLeaks asked 
Metahaven to work on t-shirts and mugs for people 
to purchase in order to create alternative ways for 
people to donate. Eventually the designers also 
created a set of silk scarves, first exhibited at the 
Gwangju Design Biennale 2011 in South Korea, and 
later sold by WikiLeaks at a series of subsequent 
online and offline auctions. The garments establish 
a visual play with the conflicting visual languages of 
luxury, opacity and transparency. 

Infographics in this exhibition room map the geopo-
litical and economical force field and key players in 
the WikiLeaks saga, and illustrate how Metahaven’s 
research and engagement over time is filtered by 
products. The spirit of our time, captured in the 
aesthetics of the global visual culture of fashion is, 
like design, an expression of that time.

	

WikiLeaks Merchandise

De samenwerking tussen Metahaven en WikiLeaks 
begon in 2010, toen de ontwerpers voorstelden te 
werken aan de identiteit van WikiLeaks. Binnen een 
uur ontvingen zij het volgende antwoord: “Doen! We 
hebben een tekort aan zulke dingen. J.A.” En J.A. 
was natuurlijk Julian Assange. 

In het voorjaar van 2010 was WikiLeaks een 
organisatie ‘zonder gezicht’, die een publicatieplat-
form bood voor gelekte documenten. De eerste 
visuele experimenten van Metahaven richtten zich 
op het logo en de ‘beeldeconomie’ van WikiLeaks 
– de manier waarop het visuele imago zich online 
ontwikkelt. Na een uitgebreid onderzoek door de 
ontwerpers bleek veel later dat het bestaande logo 
het werk was van een Australische natuurkundige en 
medestudent van Assange.

Wat begon als een gesprek over het herdefiniëren 
van WikiLeaks’ ‘visuele identiteit’, mondde uit in een 
strategie: het ontwerpen van een serie producten 
om WikiLeaks financieel te ondersteunen. De orga-
nisatie ging gebukt onder een financieel embargo 
door bedrijven als VISA, MasterCard en PayPal, 
die alle donaties aan WikiLeaks blokkeerden. 
WikiLeaks vroeg Metahaven om t-shirts en mokken 
te ontwerpen als onderdeel van hun merchandising-
programma, bedoeld om het embargo te omzeilen. 
Uiteindelijk maakten de ontwerpers ook een serie 
zijden sjaals die werden verkocht en geveild door 
WikiLeaks. De kledingstukken spelen een visueel 
spel met de conflicterende visuele talen van luxe, 
ondoorzichtigheid en transparantie. 

Infographics in deze tentoonstellingsruimte geven 
een overzicht van het geopolitieke en economi-
sche krachtenveld rond de sleutelfiguren in het 
WikiLeaks-verhaal, en vormen een sleutel tot het 
ontwerp van de sjaals en t-shirts. De geest van onze 
tijd, gevangen in de esthetiek van de wereldwijde 
visuele modecultuur is, net als design, een uitdruk-
king van die tijd. 

Black Transparency—Videogram

Black Transparency—Videogram is een korte 
documentaire, opgebouwd uit found footage en 
geproduceerd door Metahaven. De film begint met 
beelden van een anti-bezuiningsprotest in Athene, 
Griekenland, waarbij de verteller spreekt over “de 
staat-in-een-staat van de nationale veiligheid”. De 
film laveert tussen het fenomeen van nationale 
veiligheid, alomtegenwoordig internettoezicht, de 
constructie van paranoia en de paradox van het 
zichtbare, afgezet tegen de burger als gecontroleerd 
‘subject’ van onvrijwillige transparantie.

Black Transparency—Videogram

Black Transparency—Videogram is a short, found 
footage-based documentary, the first of its kind to 
be produced by Metahaven to date. The film sets 
out in an anti-austerity riot in Athens, Greece, with 
the narrator discussing a “national security state-
in-a-state.” The film navigates the phenomenon of 
national security, pervasive internet surveillance, 
the construct of paranoia set against a paradox 
of visibility and citizens as monitored ‘subjects’ of 
involuntary transparency.

Video Sources

The People Vs. Memorandum 
Athens, Greece, 2012 
Shot and directed by Zafeiris 
Haitidis, edited by Thanassis 
Totsikas

Polycom & Microsoft Lync 
Promotional video, 2011

Lava creeping into the ocean off 
Big Island, Hawaii
Credit unknown, 2010

Tribal desert warriors charging on 
horseback 
Undated found footage 
Credit unknown

Grimes, Genesis 
from the album Visions, 2012 
Directed by Claire Boucher 
Co-starring Brooke Candy

Inside the Trial of Bradley Manning 
The New York Times, 2013

Snowden leaves Moscow airport
AlJazeera English, 2013

Anna Chapman the Caught 
Russian Spy Enjoys Spotlight
ABC News, 2011

Microsoft GFS Datacenter Tour
Microsoft, 2011

Collateral Murder, 2007 Baghdad 
Airstrike footage 
WikiLeaks, 2010

A Day Made of Glass… Made 
Possible by Corning
Corning, 2011

Sexole, iPhone
A film by VIMEMA, 2011

NSA Utah Data Center
Andrew Smith, 2013

White Apple iPhone 5 64GB 
Unboxing + Scratches on Black & 
Slate HD
NightRush’s YouTube Channel, 
2012

Kim and Mona Dotcom, Precious
Kim Dotcom’s YouTube Channel, 
2012

A Beautiful Glasswing butterfly 
Pablo Bedrossian, 2010

Speed of Fencing 
hbuechel’s YouTube Channel, 
2011

Moving with the Times—Bedouin 
in Jordan
Camera and editing: Owen 
Kilgour, 2012

Akhdam women tell their stories 
of violence, injustice & poverty in 
Yemen
Sisters Arab Forum for Human 
Rights and WITNESS, 2010

TIYABOU, Mali 
Directed by Octavi Royo 
Olazaguirre, 2010

Music Source

Araabmuzik, Streetz Tonight
from the album Electronic Dream, 
2011 
Duke Productions LP



Captives of the Cloud—Scanlation

The graphic novel Captives of the Cloud—Scanlation 
is an interpretation of a Metahaven essay series on 
cloud technology and internet freedom. It narrates 
an increasing centralization of the internet through 
cloud services like Google, Facebook, and Amazon. 
Their rise parallels the advent of pervasive inter-
net surveillance, in particular by the US National 
Security Agency. The story discusses alternative 
cloud technologies and the possibilities to evade 
and counter the surveillance that now has taken 
the internet away from its libertarian roots. In close 
visual reference to Manga, this “scanlation” is printed 
on a thin fabric which references both fashion 
scarves and protest banners. 

Sunshine Unfinished

This infographic shows parallel historical develop-
ments in transparency in politics, architecture, and 
popular culture. 

Captives of the Cloud—Scanlation

Het beeldverhaal Captives of the Cloud—Scanlation 
is een interpretatie van Metahavens essay-serie over 
“cloud computing” en internetvrijheid. Het verhaal 
beschrijft de toenemende centralisering van het 
internet door diensten als Google, Facebook en 
Amazon. Hun opkomst loopt parallel met steeds 
toenemende internetspionage door met name het 
Amerikaanse National Security Agency. Uiteindelijk 
worden alternatieve vormen van datahosting voorge-
steld. Dit beeldverhaal gaat uit van de esthetiek van 
een Manga-strip, en is afgedrukt op dunne stof die 
zowel aan mode als aan protestbanieren refereert. 

Sunshine Unfinished

Deze infographic toont parallelle historische ontwik-
kelingen van en rond het begrip transparantie in 
politiek, architectuur en populaire cultuur.

Weaponizing the Dark Glamour of Future Clouds

This part of the exhibition displays the paradoxes 
and discrepancies between regulation, locality and 
the informational, organisational, and power infra-
structures of the internet. In Weaponizing the Dark 
Glamour of Future Clouds, Metahaven showcases a 
three-fold proposal for future data centers: 

The Large Data Collider (LDC) is a circular-shaped 
data center modelled after CERN’s particle accel-
erator located under the Swiss-French border. The 
LDC is located in the Finnmark-Murmansk region 
in the upper tip of northern Europe, on the border 
between Russia and Norway. Inherent to the particle 
accelerator’s rotating movement, the data hosted in 
the LDC is never located within reach of any single 
sovereign, making use of both countries’ contrasting 
internet regulatory regimes.

Another experimental data center is “the good ship 
Anonymous”, a container vessel operating under 
Liberian flag, anchored in the North Atlantic close 
to Iceland, yet just outside that country’s territorial 
waters. The colocation facility houses servers in 
shipping containers. Its undersea data cable con-
necting it to Iceland ensures premium connectivity, 
while data on board the “Anonymous” exists in a 
legal void where no national regulatory regimes 
applies.

The Sheikh Al-Skype data tent is a Bedouin tent 
which doubles as a temporary data center. Using 
the ungoverned space of “failed states” like Yemen, 
the tent addresses the possibilities for setting up 
a temporary infrastructure for data hosting. Using 
satellite connections and solar power, this nomadic 
data center may appear as quickly as it disappears.

Weaponizing the Dark Glamour of Future Clouds

Dit deel van de tentoonstelling heeft betrekking op 
de paradoxen van en discrepanties tussen regel-
geving, lokaliteit, en informatie-, organisatie- en 
machtsnetwerken van het internet. In Weaponizing 
the Dark Glamour of Future Clouds toont Metahaven 
een drievoudig voorstel bestaande uit maquettes 
voor toekomstige datacenters. 

De Large Data Collider (LDC) is een cirkelvormig 
datacenter, geïnspireerd op de deeltjesversneller 
van CERN die onder de Zwitsers-Franse grens ligt. 
De LDC zou in de regio Finnmarken-Moermansk 
worden gesitueerd op de grens tussen Rusland en 
Noorwegen. Inherent aan de roterende beweging 
van de deeltjesversneller is dat de gegevens wan-
neer nodig onbereikbaar zijn voor externe partijen. 
Zo maakt de LDC gebruik van de internetwetge-
ving (of een gebrek daaraan) in zowel Rusland als 
Noorwegen.

Een ander voorbeeld is de “Anonymous”, een con-
tainerschip varend onder Liberiaanse vlag. Het schip 
ligt aangemeerd bij de kust van IJsland, net buiten 
de territoriale wateren. De containers bevatten de 
webservers van (nu nog fictieve) bedrijven en organi-
saties. Het hostingplatform maakt optimaal gebruik 
van de goede internetverbinding van IJsland, maar 
wordt tegelijk door geen enkele nationale wetgeving 
gereguleerd.

De Sheikh Al-Skype datatent is een bedoeïenentent, 
bedoeld als tijdelijk datacenter. Door gebruik te 
maken van de het gebrek aan centraal bestuur in 
landen als Jemen kan de datatent een tijdelijke infra-
structuur bieden voor mobiele datahosting; de ser-
vers in de tent zijn voorzien van een satellietschotel 
en zonnepanelen, zodat dit nomadische datacenter 
even snel kan verschijnen als het weer verdwijnt.

Sunshine Unfinished (Detail)

Captives of the Cloud—Scanlation (Detail)

2013

Google introduces  
Google Glass.

2013

Details emerge on US 
NSA PRISM program used 
for global scale electronic 

surveillance and data 
mining of internet and 

phone traffic. 

Ludwig Mies van der Rohe 
builds Farnsworth House

made almost entirely  
out of windows  

and glass.

2013

EU politicians respond 
to Edward Snowdens’s 
revelation of US spying 

programme.

“very concerned” by the reports and 
stressed the EU wanted a “full and 

urgent clarification”.
EU President 

Herman Van Rompuy 

“The US authorities have told us they 
are checking on the accuracy of the 

information released yesterday and will 
come back to us as soon as possible.”

Francois Hollande

DANIEL ELLSBERG

Walter Benjamin dies 
and leaves The Arcades 

Project unfinished. Remains 
unpublished until 1980.

T H E  P E N T A G O N  P A P E R S

T H E  C A L I F O R N I A N  I D E O L O G Y

2011

“Expert” Dr. David Rock 
publishes

Why Radical Transparency 
Is Good for Business.

2011

Aaron Swartz,  
programmer and internet 

activist prosecuted for 
downloading and 

leaking hundreds of JSTOR 
articles.

2011

US President Barack 
Obama — despite earlier 
threat to veto — extends 

The Defense Authorization 
Act.

The law allows for 
“detention without trial 

under the law of war until 
the end of hostilities” for 
anyone accused of being 
linked to Al Qaeda, the 
Taliban or “associated 

forces.” 

19851987

Philosopher Jacques
Derrida speaks of the 

“Unconditional Secret” in 
Languages of the Unsayable.

109 A.D. 1215 1215

Roman historian Tacitus
coins the concept
of state secrets

— arcana imperii —
“mysteries of State” —

“secrets of imperial policy.”

Roman historian Tacitus 
introduces the concept  

of state secrets  
— arcana imperii — 

“mysteries of State”— 
“secrets of imperial policy”

Roman historian Tacitus 
introduces the concept  

of state secrets  
— arcana imperii — 

“mysteries of State”— 
“secrets of imperial policy”

In Europe, the first 
appearance of the word 

“transparency” from 
the Medieval Latin, 

transparentem.

Creation of Magna Carta 
— “The Great Charter of the 

Liberties of England,”
a document forced onto 

King John of England in an 
attempt to limit his executive 

powers by law. 

1215

Prince-electors, or 
Kurfürsten, of the Holy 

Roman Empire, are  
bestowed with 
the noble style 

Seine Durchlaucht
— “His Serenity,” or 
“His Transparency.”

1375 C. 1600 1651

Thomas Hobbes invents
the “body politic.” 
Visualized in the

frontispiece to Hobbes’s
masterpiece, Leviathan. 
The engraving shows a 

crowned, sworded figure, 
his body composed 

of people.

The Crystal Palace is 
built as part of the Great 

Exhibition of London. 

Harold L. Cross  
publishes The People’s 

Right to Know. 
Written as legal counsel to 
the American Society of 

Newspaper Editors (ASNE).

1789 1851 1890 1914 1914 1914 1917

1932 192119341947 194019421945195419581963196319651966

US President James 
Madison authors Bill of 

Rights: the ten amendments 
to the United States 

Constitution. 

Louis Brandeis and
Samuel Warren publish

their essay 
The Right to Privacy in
Harvard Law Review.

Louis Brandeis coins
“sunshine” as a way to 

describe  transparency as 
an instrument of policy.

German writer and 
futurist Paul Scheerbart, 

author of utopian 
narratives related to glass 

architecture,
publishes first novel,

The Gray Cloth.

Bruno Taut unveils  
Glass Pavilion at the 
Cologne Deutscher 

Werkbund
exhibition — a prismatic 

glass dome
structure.

US President President 
Woodrow Wilson signs the 
Espionage Act as United 

States enters 
into WWI.

Typographer and writer 
Beatrice Warde likens ideal 

of the printed page to a 
“Crystal Goblet,” pertaining 

to a state of invisibility. 

Russian writer 
Yevgeny Zamyatin 

completes his dystopian 
novel We, set in the “One 

State,” city-state constructed 
almost entirely out 

of glass.

German legal scholar  
Carl Schmitt coins 

“the state of exception.”

US President  
Harry S. Truman signs 
National Security Act.

This allows the 
Establishment of the 

National Security Council 
(NSC) and the Central 

Intelligence Agency (CIA).

First CCTV system
installed by Siemens AG

in Peenemünde, Germany, 
for observing the

launch of V-2 rockets.

DARPA, the Defense 
Advanced Research 

Projects Agency, is founded. 
Responsible for the 
development of new

technologies to be used by 
the US Military. Including, 

but not limited to, the 
internet.

Building work begins  
on Crystal City in Arlington, 

Virginia

Architects 
Colin Rowe and Robert 

Slutzky publish their essay 
Transparency:  

Literal and Phenomenal.

Artist Hans Haacke
unveils his Condensation
Cube, made of plexiglass
and water, at Howard Wise

Gallery in New York.

US President
Lyndon Johnson signs the

Freedom of Information Act.
It states that “the people’s
Right to Know is cherished

and guarded.”

“Publicity is justly commended as 
a remedy for social and industrial 

diseases. Sunlight is said to be the 
best of disinfectants; electric light the 

most efficient policeman” 
Louis Brandeis

“We live for the most part within 
enclosed spaces. These form the 

environment from which our culture 
grows. Our culture is in a sense a 

product of our architecture. If we wish 
to raise our culture to a higher level, 
we are forced for better or for worse 
to transform our architecture. And 

this will be possible only if we remove 
the enclosed quality from the spaces 
within which we live. This can be done 
only through the introduction of glass 
architecture that lets the sunlight and 
the light of the moon and stars into 
our rooms not merely through a few 
windows, but simultaneously through 
the greatest possible number of walls 

that are made entirely of glass—
coloured glass. The new environment 

that we shall thereby create must bring 
with it a new culture.”

Paul Scheerbart

1787

English philosopher 
Jeremy Bentham coins 

model of the Panopticon: 
a circular prison overseen 

from a single, central 
vantage point.

ARPANET founded by 
DARPA. Network of 

computers used by US 
military — “Lays the 

foundations for 
the internet.”

.

The Boston Globe, 
Washington Post and 

Chicago Sun-Times start 
publishing the Pentagon 

Papers. 

Minitel is founded. 
Videotex online service 

accessible through 
telephone lines. 

Pre-World Wide Web 
online service. 

1969 1969 1969 1971 1971 1971 1972 1973 1974 1974 1975 19771976

197819781994

1998 2001 2001 2005 2006

20072009 2009 2009 2009201020102010201020112011

2012 2012 2013 2013 20142012

2002 20022002 2004 20042003

1970

Inauguration of US 
President Richard Nixon. 

Pentagon Papers — 
documents on US political-

military involvement in 
Vietnam 1945-1967 — 

are published internally.

The New York Times stops 
publication of Pentagon 

Papers the papers 
after judge grants US 
government request.

Daniel Ellsberg  
convicted under the 

Espionage Act.
Faces 105 years of jail time.

Richard Nixon is reelected. Charges against  
Daniel Ellsberg are 

dismissed.

US President  
Gerald R. Ford signs 
Government in the  

Sunshine Act.

Ralph Nader coins 
the term “whistle blower” in 

Whistle Blowing: 
The Report of the 

Conference on Professional 
Responsibility.

US President 
Richard Nixon resigns 
following Watergate 

scandal. 

Samuel P. Huntington 
laments separation of power 
in The Crisis of Democracy. 

US President Jimmy 
Carter passes the Foreign 

Intelligence Surveillance Act 
(FISA).

1985

First .COM domain  
name registered.

Facebook founded.

First full text 
search engines.

Google founded in 
Menlo Park, California by 

Larry Page and Sergey Brin.

The Pirate Bay founded  
in Sweden by Gottfrid 

Svartholm, Frederik Neij and 
Peter Sunde.

US President  
George W. Bush signs  

USA PATRIOT Act.
Written and passed 

within 45 days after the 
September 11 attacks.

William D. Eggers 
publishes Government 2.0 

on use of Technology 
to Enhance Democracy.

Opening of  
OMA/AMO’s headquarters 

for China Central State 
Television Headquarters 

CCTV.

Vice presidential candidate 
Sarah Palin’s Yahoo! 

email account hacked.

Anonymous hacks Church 
of Scientology web site.

US President Barack 
Obama announces 

government transparency 
web site for citizens.

Saif Gaddafi, Libyan political 
ruler and son of Muammar 

Gaddafi published his  
PhD from London School of 

Economics.

WikiLeaks releases 
Collateral Murder video.

Birgitta Jónsdóttir,  
Iceland MP states Iceland’s 
position with regard to free 

speech.

Pte. Bradley Manning 
is arrested in Iraq under the 
suspicion of having passed 
documents to WikiLeaks.

Chancellor of Germany 
Angela Merkel addresses

“tranzparenz” at CDU-party 
congress.

US Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton addresses

the importance of 
Internet Freedom.

Micah Sifry publishes 
WikiLeaks and the Age of 

Transparency.

Whistleblowing web site 
WikiLeaks releases the 
Afhgan War Logs, The 

Iraq War Logs and the US 
Diplomatic cables.

European Commission Vice 
President Neelie Kroes 

speaks out on transparency 
at Open Government Data 

Camp in Warsaw.

US Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton 
receives Transparency 

International Integrity Award.

Court papers reveal 
co-operation of 

hacker — Hector Xavier 
Monsegur or “Sabu”, 

member of LulzSec —  
with the FBI.

Aaron Swartz is found dead 
in his home after facing 
severe US government 

persecution over releasing 
JSTOR files.

Edward Snowden, computer 
specialist at NSA contractor 
Booz Allen Hamilton, leaks 

details of top-secret US 
and UK mass surveillance 
programs to The Guardian.

Sunshine Week. Organized 
by ASNE (American Society 

of News Editors).

European Union introduces 
new Transparency Portal.

Author Ann Florini  
publishes The Right to 

Know: Transparency for an 
Open World.

Cloud-shaped 
Blur Building  

by Diller + Scofidio 
on view at Swiss EXPO. 

US Secretary of Defense, 
Donald Rumsfeld 

coins the term 
“Known Unknowns.” 

Anonymous, a loose 
association of hackers, 

originates on imageboard 
4Chan.

RAND executive 
Daniel Ellsberg leaks 

Pentagon Papers to The 
New York Times. 

“an urban neighborhood in the 
southeastern corner of Arlington County, 
Virginia, south of downtown Washington, 

D.C.. Its residents can live, shop, and 
work without going outside, due t o its 
extensive integration of office buildings 
and residential high-rise buildings using 
underground corridors. Thus, a large part 
of Crystal City is an underground city. It 
includes offices of numerous defense 

contractors”
Wikipedia

“The term Transparency is dignified 
with far from disagreeable moral 

overtones …” 
“the result of an intellectual imperative, 
of our inherent demand for that which 
should be easily detected, perfectly 
evident, and free of dissimulation.” 

“broader spatial order,” pertaining 
to the “simultaneous perception 

of different spatial locations”—“an 
inherent quality of organization.” 

Colin Rowe; Robert Slutzky 
Transparency: Literal and Phenomenal 

Perspecta, Vol. 8. (1963) 

RAND is a global 
policy think tank 

first formed to offer 
research and analysis 
to the United States 

armed forces.

The First amendment 
protects freedom of 
speech and freedom 

of the press.

Jonhson signed the 
act while vacationing 
at his Texas ranch. 

“You have two goblets before you. 
One is of solid gold, wrought in the 

most exquisite patterns. The other is 
of crystal-clear glass, thin as a bubble, 

and as transparent. Pour and drink; 
and according to your choice of goblet, 
I shall know whether or not you are a 

connoisseur of wine.”
Beatrice Warde

“Question is no longer ‘Who governs?’, 
but ‘Does anybody govern?’”

Samuel P. Huntington

The German engineer 
Walter Bruch was 
responsible for the 

technological design and 
installation of the system.

A vast collection of 
writings on Parisian city 
life in the 19th century 
especially concerned 
with its glass-covered 

“arcades.”

Watergate office complex 
was the Democratic 
National Committee 
headquarters. Nixon 

administration attempted 
to cover-up its involvement 

with break-in.

THE PANOPTICON

THE CRYSTAL PALACE

LEVIATHAN FRONTISPIECE (DETAIL)

KURFÜRSTEN

MAGNA CARTA

TACITUS

CONDENSATION CUBE

JOHNSON’S RANCH

THE GLASS PAVILION

A CRYSTAL GOBLET

THE GRAY CLOTH

Paul
Scheerbart

THE CRYSTAL  
GOBLET

Beatrice
Warde

WE

Yevgeny 
Zamyatin

1989

US President George H.W. 
Bush signs Whistleblower 

Protection Act.

BEATRICE WARDE

LOUIS BRANDEIS

MINITEL INTERFACE

W A T E R G A T E
WALTER BRUCH

WATERGATE COMPLEX

PEN USED TO
PARDON NIXON

THE PEOPLE’S
RIGHT TO KNOW

Harold L.
Cross

BRANDEIS 
& WARREN

Harvard Law Review

POLITICAL
THEOLOGY

Carl Schmitt

FARNSWORTH HOUSE

DARPA LOGO

RAND LOGO

“I felt that as an American citizen, 
as a responsible citizen, I could no 
longer cooperate in concealing this 

information from the American public. 
I did this clearly at my own jeopardy 

and I am prepared to answer to all the 
consequences of this decision.”

Daniel Ellsberg

“Transparency, refers to the degree 
to which information is available to 

outsiders that enables them to have 
informed voice in decisions and/or to 

assess the decisions made  
by insiders.”
Ann Florini

“Government transparency cannot be 
defined as only the information that 
governments deign to share with the 
public. […] Transparency is also what 
we can document directly about what 
our government is doing and who is 

trying to influence it.” 
Micah Sifrey

“Ich sage ausdrücklich: Ich bin 
für Bürgerbeteiligung, ich bin für 

Transparenz”

[“I want to stress that I am in favor 
of citizen participation, I’m all for 

transparency”]
Angela Merkel

TRANSPARENCY

Colin Rowe and
Robert Slutzky

RICHARD NIXON

LYNDON JOHNSON

PENTAGON PAPERS ARPANET

NIXON RE-ELECTION

BILL OF RIGHTS

2013

U2 singer, global 
do-gooder and all-round 

celebrity Bono speaks out 
on transparency.

1990

Norman Foster designs a 
transparent glass dome on 
the Reichstag to symbolize  

Germany’s unification. 

1990

The US Nutrition Labeling 
and Education Act is 

passed, requiring customer 
transparency on the 

ingredients of all packaged 
foods.

C. 1980

Cypherpunks movement 
becomes active.

1998

The book 
The Transparent Society: 
Will Technology Force Us 

to Choose Between Privacy 
and Freedom? is published 
by science-fiction author 

David Brin. 

1999

Big Brother broadcasted for 
the first time in 

The Netherlands.

“There is a secret of denial 
[dénégation] and a denial  

[dénégation] of the secret. The 
secret as such, as secret, separates 
and already institutes a negativity; 
it is a negation that denies itself. 
It de-negates itself… This denial 
[dénégation] does not happen [to 

the secret] by accident; it is essential 
and originary.… The enigma… is the 
sharing of the secret, and not only 
shared to my partner in the society 
but the secret shared within itself, 

its ‘own’ partition, which divides the 
essence of a secret that cannot even 
appear to one alone except in starting 
to be lost, to divulge itself, hence to 

dissimulate itself, as secret, in showing 
itself: dissimulating its dissimulation. 
There is no secret as such; I deny it. 
And this is what I confide in secret to 
whomever allies himself to me. This is 

the secret of the alliance.”
Jacques Derrida

1995

Publication of
The Californian Ideology 

essay by Richard Barbrook 
and Andy Cameron. 

“Many hippies were influenced 
by the theories of McLuhan 

and believed that technological 
progress would automatically turn 
their non- conformist libertarian 
principles into political fact. The 

convergence of media, computing 
and telecommunications, they trusted, 

would inevitably result in electronic 
direct democracy - the electronic 

agora - in which everyone would be 
able to express their opinions without 

fear of censorship.”
Richard Barbrook and Andy Cameron

The Californian Ideology 
mixed New Left and New 

Right beliefs together 
based on their shared 
interest in anti-statism, 

the counterculture of the 
1960s, and 

techno-utopianism.

First entertainment show 
based on permanent 

surveillance, the daily lives 
of the inhabitants of the  
“Big Brother House” are 

filmed 24/7.

C. 19901993

The National Security 
Agency (NSA) runs pilot 

wiretapping program 
ThinThread.

Non-governmental 
organization Transparency 
International is founded. 
Monitors and publicizes 
corporate and political 

corruption.

2011 2011

2011

2011

2011

Documentary All Watched 
Over by Machines of Loving 

Grace by Adam Curtis is 
released. 

Icelandic Modern Media 
Initiative (IMMI) is founded.

DDos attacks by 
Anonymous against PayPal 

and government web 
sites of Bahrain, 

Egypt, Libya, Jordan, and 
Zimbabwe.

“The original promise of the Californian 
Ideology, was that the computers 
would liberate us from all the old 
forms of political control, and we 

would become Randian heroes, in 
control of our own destiny. Instead, 

today, we feel the opposite — that we 
are helpless components in a global 
system — a system that is controlled 
by a rigid logic that we are powerless 

to challenge or to change.”

Thomas Drake, 
former NSA senior 

executive and whistle 
blower leaks information 

about the Trailblazer Project 
to the Baltimore Sun 

newspaper. 

Twitter founded.

2006 2006

2006200820082008

WHISTLE 
BLOWING

Nader, Petkas 
& Blackwell (eds.)

THE CRISIS
OF DEMOCRACY

M. Crozier, 
S. P. Huntington 

J. Watanuki

1984

Architect I.M. Pei designs 
new glass pyramid entrance 

to Louvre museum.

JACQUES DERRIDA

A NUTRITION LABEL

THE
TRANSPARENT

SOCIETY

David Brin

Slovenian philosopher 
Slavoj Zizek extrapolates 

fourth category to Rumsfeld’s  
“Known Unknowns”:
 “Unknown Knowns.”

GOVERNMENT 
2.0

William D. Eggers

THE RIGHT 
TO KNOW

Ann Florini

The Sunshine Press is 
founded in Iceland. 

Hosts whistle blowing 
website WikiLeaks.

US Sunlight Foundation is 
founded. 

“The Sunlight Foundation 
is a nonpartisan nonprofit 
founded in 2006 that uses 
the power of the Internet 

to catalyze greater 
government openness and 

transparency.”
The Sunlight Foundation

Minitel was  
very successful  

in France

GERALD FORD

DANIEL ELLSBERG CONVICTED

MINITEL TERMINAL

LOUVRE PYRAMID

RICHARD NIXON RESIGNS

BIG BROTHER UK LOGO

TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL

LARRY PAGE SERGEY BRIN

GOTTFRID SVARTHOLM 
(ANAKATA)

FREDERIK NEIJ
(TIAMO)

PETER SUNDE
(BROKEP)

DONALD RUMSFELD

A KITTEN

SLAVOJ ŽIŽEK

“If Rumsfeld thinks that the main 
dangers in the confrontation with Iraq 
were the  “unknown unknowns,” that 
is, the threats from Saddam whose 

nature we cannot even suspect, then 
the Abu Ghraib scandal shows that 

the main dangers lie in the “unknown 
knowns” – the disavowed beliefs, 

suppositions and obscene practices 
we pretend not to know about, even 
though they form the background of 

our public values”
Slavoj Zizek

“It’s a fairly simple formula: 
transparency generates accountability, 
which in turn generates pressure for 
improved performance, which in turn 

generates, well, performance.”
William D. Eggers

SUNLIGHT FOUNDATION LOGO

SUNSHINE PRESS LOGO

?
SUNSHINE

BLUR BUILDING

CCTV HEADQUARTERS

REM KOOLHAAS

BIRGITTA JÓNSDÓTTIR

“Iceland will become the inverse of a 
tax haven; by offering journalists and 

publishers some of the most powerful 
protections for free speech and 

investigative journalism in the world. 
Tax havens aim is to make everything 
opaque. Our aim is to make everything 

transparent.”
Birgitta Jónsdóttir

“New technologies do not take 
sides in the struggle for freedom 

and progress, but the United States 
does. We stand for a single internet 

where all of humanity has equal 
access to knowledge and ideas. 

And we recognize that the world’s 
information infrastructure will become 
what we and others make of it. Now, 
this challenge may be new, but our 

responsibility to help ensure the free 
exchange of ideas goes back to the 

birth of our republic. The words of the 
First Amendment to our Constitution 
are carved in 50 tons of Tennessee 
marble on the front of this building. 
And every generation of Americans 
has worked to protect the values 

etched in that stone.” 
Secratary of State 

Hillary Cinton

WIKILEAKS
AND THE AGE OF
TRANSPARENCY

Micah P.
Sifry

NEELIE KROES

RICHARD BARBROOK
AND ANDY CAMERON

AARON SWARTZ

“I am … sexually aroused by the idea 
of collecting data”

“Facts, like people, want to be free — 
and when they’re free, liberty is usually 

around the corner.”

“transparency (!) is the best vaccine 
against corruption!”

David Kernell alias “Rubico” stated:
“Yes I was behind a proxy, only one, 
if this sh*t ever got to the FBI I was 
f**ked, I panicked, I still wanted the 

stuff out there ... so I posted the 
[information] ... and then promptly 
deleted everything, and unplugged 
my internet and just sat there in a 

comatose state.”

Hacker named “Rubico”, 
was looking for 
something that 

“would derail her 
campaign.” and posted 
screen shots of emails 

on /b/ and send them to 
WikiLeaks.

ANONYMOUSSAIF AL-ISLAM GADDAFI

“The Arcades Project is Benjamin’s 
effort to represent and to critique the 
bourgeois experience of nineteenth-
century history, and, in so doing, to 

liberate the suppressed “true history” 
that underlay the ideological mask.” 

Publisher 
Harvard University Press

1949

Philip Johnson designs
Glass House in Connecticut 
— a completely transparent
building, and home of the 

architect.

GLASS HOUSE

REICHSTAG DOME

“Opening up public data will foster the 
participation of citizens in political and 
social life, increase the transparency 
of public administration, and improve 

public decision making. These will 
help us address the challenges we 

face in areas such as transport, energy 
and health. They will make our lives 
easier. And they represent important 

new opportunities for innovative 
businesses. The overall economic gain 

could amount to tens of billions of 
euros, every year.”

Neelie Kroes

“It’s the second time that the president 
has promised to veto a piece of a 
very controversial national security 
legislation only to sign it. He has 
a habit of promising resistance to 
national security initiatives that he 
ultimately ends up supporting and 

enabling.”
Shahid Buttar, executive director 

of the Bill of Rights Defense 
Committee.

AARON SWARTZ EDWARD SNOWDEN

BRADLEY MANNING

MAROŠ ŠEFČOVIČ

2014 2016

Architect Frank Gehry 
designs Facebook 
Headquarters in 

Mountainview, California. 

New Apple Group 
Headquarters, designed 
by Sir Norman Foster, 

scheduled for completion.

“Facebook told us they wanted a 
building that’s very anonymous.”

Frank Gehry

1992

Jim Choate and Igor 
Chudov set up the 

Cypherpunks Distributed 
Remailer mailing list.

1993

First e-mail is sent.

“Privacy is necessary for an open 
society in the electronic age. [...] 
We cannot expect governments, 

corporations, or other large, faceless 
organizations to grant us privacy [...]  

We must defend our own privacy if we 
expect to have any. [...]  Cypherpunks 
write code. We know that someone 

has to write software to defend privacy, 
and [...]  we’re going to write it.”

A Cypherpunk’s Manifesto

Museum Centre Georges 
Pompidou opens. Architects 

Renzo Piano, Richard 
Rogers and Gianfranco 

Franchini make all 
infrastructure visible.

CENTRE GEORGES POMPIDOU

GIANFRANCO  
FRANCHINI RICHARD ROGERS RENZO PIANO

2013

Bradley Manning 
sentenced to 35 years 
in prison for leaking 

documents to WikiLeaks.

2012

87 storey Skyscraper 
“The Shard” is built in 

London. Designed by Renzo 
Piano. Referred to as the  

“Shard of Glass.”

HILLARY CLINTON RECEIVES INTEGRITY AWARD

JIMMY CARTER

WALTER BENJAMIN

“The exception, which is not codified 
in the existing legal order, can at best 
be characterized as a case of extreme 

peril, a danger to the existence of 
the state, or the like. But it cannot be 
circumscribed factually and made to 

conform to a preformed law.”
Carl Schmit

“Open government is good 
government.”

“Join us in a nationwide discussion 
about the importance of access to 

public information and what it means 
for you and your community.”

Sunshine Week, March 16-22 2014.

“Increased transparency is of vital 
importance if citizens are to be able 
to successfully engage in collective 

decision-making and consent through 
voting—two of the cosmopolitan 
principles that are necessary to 

ensure a just and legitimate system of 
international governance.”

Saif Gaddafi

“the site would invite Americans to be 
‘citizens inspectors general,’ helping 
track whether the money was indeed 
being used properly. ‘The website will 
unleash a million citizen inspectors 

general.’ Devaney said in August  
2009. ‘After getting a taste of this, 
people will not want to go back to  

the old ways,’ he said.” 
Micah L. Sifry

WikiLeaks and the  
Age of Transparency. 

“The European Union is a unique, 
but complex structure. Therefore, 
transparent decision making is 

particularly important for us. Many 
information tools already exist in the 
Commission, and we have to make 
them easily accessible to citizens.”

Vice-President Commissioner 
for interinstitutional relations and 

administration 
Maroš Šefcovic

“There are known knowns; there are 
things we know that we know.

There are known unknowns; that is to 
say, there are things that we now know 

we don’t know. But there are also 
unknown unknowns – there are things 

we do not know we don’t know.”
Donald Rumsfeld

I.M. PEI

“A federal agency violates the 
Whistleblower Protection Act if it 
takes or fails to take (or threatens 
to take or fail to take) a personnel 

action with respect to any employee 
or applicant because of any disclosure 

of information by the employee or 
applicant that he or she reasonably 

believes evidences a violation of 
a law, rule or regulation; gross 

mismanagement; gross waste of 
funds; an abuse of authority; or a 
substantial and specific danger to 

public health or safety.”
Whistleblower Protection Act 

InformationJIM

?

GOVERNMENT IN THE 
SUNSHINE ACT

Judge rules that 
“The conduct of the Government has 

placed the case in such a posture that 
it precludes the fair, dispassionate 

resolution of these
issues by a jury.”

BONO

“The monitoring of friends – 
this is unacceptable, 

it can’t be tolerated. We’re no 
longer in the Cold War.” 

“Our cooperation must be 
based on trust. This trust must be 

reestablished now.”
Angela Merkel

“As soon as we saw these reports, 
the European External Action Service 
made contact with the US authorities 
in both Washington D.C. and Brussels 

to seek urgent clarification of the 
veracity of and facts surrounding these 

allegations.” 
EU Representative 
Catherine Ashton .

2013

Bradley Manning 
announces: 

“I am a woman.” 
The convicted whistleblower 

is now Chelsea Manning.

“Steve Jobs called for the 
2.8 million square foot, 
circular monolith to be 
clad 40-foot panes of 

German concave glass”

2011

US President Barack 
Obama signs the US 

PATRIOT Sunsets  
Extension Act.

The act extends for four 
years three key provisions 
of the USA PATRIOT Act: 
roving wiretaps, searches 
of business records, and 

surveillance of ‘lone wolf’ 
individuals suspected of 

terrorist inclinations. “Radical transparency increases 
commitment and motivation to 
the corporate mission because 

employee data are explicitly linked to 
performance, ensuring high levels of 

fairness.“
According to 

Expert Dr. David Rock

EXPERT DR. DAVID ROCK

EARL DEVANEY

1949

Nineteen Eighty-Four 
novel by George Orwell 

published.

“The Oceanian province of Airstrip 
One (formerly known as Great 

Britain) is a world of perpetual war, 
omnipresent government surveillance, 
and public mind control, dictated by 
a political system euphemistically 
named English Socialism (Ingsoc) 
under the control of a privileged 

Inner Party elite that persecutes all 
individualism and independent thinking 

as thoughtcrimes.”
Wikipedia

1984

George Orwell

The essay 
was originally published 

by Ryan Smith and Golnaz 
Tabibnia as

Why Radical Transparency 
Is Good Business

in Harvard Business 
Review.

START

…

D TOWE
“TRANSPARENT”

2012

CITY VOICES
“TRANSPARENCY”

2013

MOUTH OF THE SOUTH
“TRANSPARENCY”

2013

TRANSPARENCY 
“GANG RELATED”

2013

B.HOLY
“TRANSPARENCY”

2012

TRANSPARENT THINGS
“TWO BIRDS. ONE STONE.”

 2010

TRANSPARENT VISION
“LOST EMOTIONS”

2010

THE GREAT 
TRANSPARENCY

“O’ HOLY NIGHT”

2010

MORNA DUSA
“TRANSPARENT POSITION”

2010

THE GREAT 
TRANSPARENCY

“REBUILD YOUR LOVE”

2011

“THE TRANSPARENT 
DARK ROOMS”

2011

 TORRO REMOTE
“TRANSPARENT”

2009

QUARTET
“TRANSPARENT”

2009

ANDRELLI & BLUE
“TRANSPARENT”

2008

TRANSPARENCY
“ELASIVE”

2008

MARVIN LATTA
“TRANSPARENT HEART”

2007

TRANSPARENT 
PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS…

2005

OPEN THE SKY
“TRANSPARENT”

2002

THE DEATH OF THE 
PARTY “AMAZINE 

TRANSPARENT MAN”

2002

HERB ROBERTSON
“TRANSPARENCY”

2001

TRANSPARENT TRAX
“VARIOUS”

1987

STRANGEWOODS
“TRANSPARENCY”

1998

JACK DESAL
“TRANSPARENCIES”

1992

GOOGLE GLASS

Writer Stewart Brand 
organizes the first 

Hackers Conference 
in Marin County, California.

1984

“On the one hand information wants to 
be expensive, because it’s so valuable. 
The right information in the right place 

just changes your life. On the other 
hand, information wants to be free, 
because the cost of getting it out is 
getting lower and lower all the time. 

So you have these two fighting against 
each other.”

Stewart Brand

CHELSEA MANNING

PRISM

PRISM

PRISM LOGO

ALL WATCHED OVER  
BY MACHINES OF LOVING GRACE

APPLE HEADQUARTERS

FACEBOOK HEADQUARTERS

 D.DAVIS
“TRANSPARENCY”

2013

JAPAN-SOUL
“TRANSPARENT”

2013

ARTIST
“SONG TITLE”

2013

TRANSPARENCY 
“JONATAN MILLNER”

2013

LANYX&OHBOIII
“TRANSPARENCY”

2013

T H E  N S A  L E A K S



Black Transparency—Interviews

Amelia Andersdotter is Lid van het Europees 
Parlement. Zij vertegenwoordigt de Zweedse 
Piratenpartij met heel Zweden als haar kiesdistrict. 
Binnen het parlement is zij lid van de commissie 
voor industrie en onderzoek, ITRE, en plaats-
vervanger in de commissies voor internationale 
handel, INTA, en begrotingscontrole, CONT. 

Alexa O’Brien is een onafhankelijke journalist die 
sinds 2011 verslag heeft gedaan van de Bradley 
Manning rechtszaak en van het onderzoek door de 
VS naar WikiLeaks. Zij heeft gezorgd voor een uit-
gebreid archief van het Bradley Manning proces dat 
achter gesloten deuren plaatsvond. Alle gemaakte 
transcripten zijn beschikbaar op haar website:  
www.alexaobrien.com

Smári McCarthy is een IJslandse/Ierse informa-
tieactivist, werkzaam vanuit Londen en Reykjavik. 
Hij is de uitvoerend directeur van het International 
Modern Media Institute, medeoprichter en bestuurs-
lid van de Icelandic Digital Freedoms Society (FSFÍ) 
en deelnemer in de Global Swadeshi beweging. Hij 
is medeoprichter van de IJslandse Piratenpartij. Hij 
was de woordvoerder en een van de organisatoren 
van het Icelandic Modern Media Initiative.

Black Transparency—Interviews

Amelia Andersdotter is a Member of the European 
Parliament. She represents the Swedish Pirate Party 
and her constituency is the whole of Sweden. Within 
parliament, she is a member of the committee for 
industry and research, ITRE, and a substitute in the 
committees for international trade, INTA, and budget 
control, CONT.

Alexa O’Brien is an independent journalist who 
has been covering the Bradley Manning trial since 
2011 as well as the US investigation into WikiLeaks. 
She has provided an extensive archive of Bradley 
Manning’s closed trial. All of her made transcripts 
are available on her web site www.alexaobrien.com

Smári McCarthy is an Icelandic/Irish innovator and 
information activist. Based in London and Reykjavik. 
He is executive director of the International Modern 
Media Institute, a co-founder and board member of 
the Icelandic Digital Freedoms Society (FSFÍ) and a 
participant in the Global Swadeshi movement. He is 
a founding member of the Icelandic Pirate Party. He 
was the spokesperson and one of the organizers of 
the Icelandic Modern Media Initiative.

Gabriella (Biella) Coleman is the Wolfe Chair in 
Scientific and Technological Literacy in the Art 
History and Communication Studies Department 
at McGill University. Trained as an anthropologist, 
she researches, writes, and teaches on hackers and 
digital activism. Her first book on Free Software, 
“Coding Freedom: The Aesthetics and the Ethics 
of Hacking” has been published with Princeton 
University Press. She is currently working on a book 
on Anonymous and digital media.

Gabriella (Biella) Coleman is de Wolfe 
Leerstoelhouder voor Wetenschappelijke en 
Technologische Alfabetisering binnen de vakgroep 
Kunstgeschiedenis en Communicatiestudies aan 
McGill University in Montreal. Opgeleid als an-
tropologe verricht ze onderzoek naar hackers en 
digitaal activisme. Zij publiceert en doceert over dit 
onderzoek. Haar eerste boek over Gratis Software, 
“Coding Freedom: The Aesthetics and the Ethics of 
Hacking”, is uitgegeven door Princeton University 
Press. Momenteel werkt zij aan een boek over 
Anonymous en digitale media.

Birgitta Jónsdóttir is een dichter en sinds april 
2009 lid van het IJslandse parlement voor IJsland 
Hreyfingin (de Beweging). Dit is een politieke beweg-
ing voor democratische hervorming die verder gaat 
dan partijpolitiek. Birgitta werkte mee aan de oprich-
ting hiervan. Zij was hoofdsponsor van het Icelandic 
Modern Media Initiative (IMMI), en is voorzitter van 
het International Modern Media Institute. Daarnaast 
is zij lid van de Bradley Manning adviescommissie. 

Mega.co.nz is een hostingbedrijf gevestigd in Nieuw-
Zeeland, en opgericht door Kim Dotcom. Bram 
van der Kolk (Nederland) is hoofdprogrammeur en 
Vikram Kuman (India) is CEO bij Mega.co.nz

Birgitta Jónsdóttir is a poet who has served since 
April 2009 as an MP in the Icelandic parliament for 
Iceland Hreyfingin  (the Movement) a political move-
ment for democratic reform beyond party politics, 
which she helped create. Birgitta was chief sponsor 
for the Icelandic Modern Media Initiative (IMMI), and 
is chair of the International Modern Media Institute. 
She is also on the Bradley Manning advisory board.

Mega.co.nz is a cloud hosting company founded 
by Kim Dotcom. Bram van der Kolk (Dutch) is Chief 
Programmer and Vikram Kuman (Indian) CEO at 
mega.co.nz



Metahaven (@mthvn) is an Amsterdam-based 
research and design collective on the cutting blade 
between politics and aesthetics. Founded by Vinca 
Kruk and Daniel van der Velden, Metahaven’s 
work—both commissioned and self-directed—
reflects political and social issues in provocative 
graphic design objects.

Metahaven’s projects have included the Sealand 
Identity Project, Facestate, and Iceland as Method. 
Solo exhibitions include Affiche Frontière (CAPC 
musée d’art contemporain de Bordeaux, 2008) 
Stadtstaat (Künstlerhaus Stuttgart/Casco, 2009) 
Islands in the Cloud (MoMA PS1, 2013), Nomadic 
Chess (Chaumont Festival, 2013). Group exhibitions 
include Forms of Inquiry (AA London, 2007, cat.), 
Manifesta8 (Murcia, 2010, cat.), the Gwangju Design 
Biennale 2011 (Gwangju, Korea, cat.), Graphic 
Design: Now In Production (Walker Art Center, 
Minneapolis, 2011, and Cooper-Hewitt National 
Design Museum, New York, 2012, cat.) and The New 
Public (Museion, Bolzano, cat.) 2012.

Metahaven’s work was published and discussed 
in The International Herald Tribune, Huffington 
Post, Courrier International, The New York Times 
Magazine, Icon, Domus, Dazed, The Verge, 
l’Architecture d’Aujourd’hui, Libération and Mute, 
among other publications. Vinca Kruk is a Tutor of 
Design Research ArtEZ Academy of Arts in Arhem. 
Daniel van der Velden is a Senior Critic at Yale 
University, and a Tutor of Design at the Sandberg 
Institute, Amsterdam.

Metahaven has published numerous essays and 
their book Uncorporate Identity, was published 
by Lars Müller in 2010. In 2013 the e-book Can 
Jokes Bring Down Governments? was published 
by Strelka Press Moscow. Metahaven’s project on 
the branding of the controversial whistleblowing 
website WikiLeaks was a finalist for the 2012 
Dutch Design Awards. In December 2013 they will 
be awarded the CoBRA Art Prize. Parallel to the 
exhibition the publication Black Transparency – The 
Right To Know In The Age Of Mass Surveillance will 
be launched and is published by Sternberg Press, 
Berlin and Bureau Europa.

www.metahaven.net
office@metahaven.net

Metahaven (@mthvn), gevestigd in Amsterdam, 
is een research- en ontwerpcollectief dat zich 
op het snijvlak van politiek en esthetiek begeeft. 
Metahaven, opgericht door Vinca Kruk en Daniel 
van der Velden, werkt zowel in opdracht als vanuit 
eigen initiatief en reflecteert met provocerende 
grafisch ontwerp objecten op politieke en sociale 
thema’s. 

Enkele van Metahavens projecten zijn Sealand 
Identity Project, Facestate en Iceland as Method. 
Solotentoonstellingen zijn onder andere Affiche 
Frontière (CAPC musée d'art contemporain de 
Bordeaux, 2008) Stadtstaat (Künstlerhaus Stuttgart/
Casco, 2009), Islands in the Cloud (MoMA PS1, 
2013) en Nomadic Chess (Chaumont Festival, 
2013). Enkele groepstentoonstellingen zijn Forms 
of Inquiry (AA London, 2007, cat.), Manifesta8 
(Murcia, 2010, cat.), de Gwangju Design Biennale 
2011 (Gwangju, Korea, cat.), Graphic Design: Now 
In Production (het Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, 
2011, en het Cooper-Hewitt National Design 
Museum, New York, 2012, cat.) en The New Public 
(Museion, Bolzano, cat.).

Werk van Metahaven is gepubliceerd en besproken 
in onder andere The International Herald Tribune, 
Huffington Post, Courrier International, The New York 
Times Magazine, Icon, Domus, Dazed, The Verge, 
l'Architecture d'Aujourd'hui, Libération en Mute. 
Vinca Kruk is docent Design Research aan ArtEZ 
Hogeschool voor de Kunsten te Arnhem. Daniel 
van der Velden is docent aan de Yale University 
en docent Design aan het Sandberg Instituut te 
Amsterdam.

Metahaven is auteur van vele artikelen en in 
2010 werd hun boek Uncorporate Identity door 
Lars Müller uitgegeven. In 2013 kwam het 
e-book Can Jokes Bring Down Governments? 
uit bij Strelka Press te Moskou. Metahavens 
project naar de 'branding' van de controversiële 
klokkenluiderswebsite WikiLeaks verwierf een 
finaleplaats in de Dutch Design Awards van 2012. 
In december 2013 zal Metahaven de CoBRA 
kunstprijs toegekend krijgen. De publicatie Black 
Transparency – The Right To Know In The Age 
Of Mass Surveillance wordt tegelijkertijd met de 
tentoonstelling gelanceerd en uitgegeven door 
Sternberg Press, Berlijn en Bureau Europa.

	 Black Transparency 
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	 An exhibition by / een 		
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