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THE MAKING OF A MULTIPRODUCTIVE LANDSCAPE METROPOLIS  

T.OP	
  Limburg	
  
 
 
 
 

W h e r e  &  w h y ?  
H o w  &  w h a t ?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 

Maat ontwerpers & Zus landschapsarchitecten, T.OP Limburg 2013 
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«Limburg is facing a major challenge: the closure of Ford Genk is a tough job and the local economy is 
showing a number of weaknesses. But the region also has a unique chance to turn the current situation 

into an opportunity. Through a targeted and innovative approach Limburg can tie in with the economic 
growth and in the long term develop a more sustainable economic fabric. This is the perfect time to 

search for connections with the latest economic and social trends... »  
SALK, Strategic Action Plan, 2013  



 

How can a territorial approach add value? 
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R e - m i n i n g  l o c a l  p o t e n t i a l  i n  a  E U  c o n t e x t  
‘tuning’ of spatial and economic development can create synergies and new opportunities 



 

j o i n e d  s t r a t e g y  
RE-MINE 
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450.000 inhabitants�
30*40km2 �

 
 
 





Maat ontwerpers & Zus landschapsarchitecten ikv T.OP Limburg 

o n t w e r p e n d 	
   o n d e r z o e k 	
   ‘ k a n s k a a r t e n ’ 	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



T.OP _ 3 objectives 
 
 Innovative business 

environment:  
RE-MINE Limburg Port  

Vital urbanisation:  
RE-MINE City of Limburg 

Leisure-time economy: 
RE-MINE Limburg Park 

In cooperation with municipalities, Agentschap Ondernemen, 
OVAM, Province of Limburg, NV De Scheepvaart, UHasselt, 
KULeuven, entrepreneurs … 

In cooperation with VLM, ANB, municipalities, LRM, Toerisme 
Limburg, NPHK, de Wijers partners, KULeuven, … 

In cooperation with MOW, ANB, VLM, municipalities, 
Province Limburg, OVAM, UAntwerpen, Rijkswaterstaat NL… 
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Quick-wins & pilot projects 
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Regional networks 

  
 













 
the old coalmine track 

plan d’ensemble 







51N4E Atelier Diepe Geothermie 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
the importance of symbolic ‘fit’ between place and technology 

•  Testing the development potential of the coalmine track as a backbone for the new 
energy landscape in terms of production, experience and mobility 

•  Strengthening local identity based on the narrative of the new energy landscape and the 
low carbon transition 

•  Testing local and regional support for the siting of low carbon energy technologies and 
associated infrastructures 

1.  Building the narrative 
2.  Testing the coalmine track on site: Houthalen-Helchteren & Genk 
3.   Investigating the synergies between flows of energy, materials, …: Ford-site 
4.  Constructing synergies between heritage, experience and technology: participating 

in the MYNroute (SALK project province and Toerisme Limburg) 
5.  Communication & events 

T.OP _ new energy landscape 



 





 

•  What is the added value using the multi-faceted, multi-scalar and integrated approach to 
create more opportunities? The added value of creativity and design? 

•  How to process the interplay between scale levels, time dimensions and actors? How to 
jointly select priorities and develop pilot projects? 

•  Crossborder cooperation? Concept of borrowed size? 
•  IBA Parkstad 
•  3LP partners 
•  NL 
•  EU 

 

T.OP _ new energy landscape 



 

Anno 2050: a multiproductive landscape metropolis? 
 

 
  



THANK YOU ! 
QUESTIONS ? 
 
Liesl Vanautgaerden 
Ruimte Vlaanderen, spatial planning department Flanders 


