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Why focus on

Circular Economy?
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Development & ecological footprint



Resource Resource Resource Resource 

consumption consumption consumption consumption more 

than doubleddoubleddoubleddoubled
between 1997 en 2007



Flanders Flanders Flanders Flanders 
& Europe

have limited own  

resources



Material costs 
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Jobs Jobs Jobs Jobs todaytodaytodaytoday????

The waste management and recycling sector employs 12.000 
people in Flanders. This is 0,5% of Flemish employment. 

Every direct job creates 1,3 indirect jobs elsewhere in the 
economy. 

The waste management and recycling sector has grown by more 
than 5% per year in recent decades. 

Given the growth of the international market, this sector can 
continue to grow strongly in Flanders if policy continues to 
stimulate innovation.



Jobs in Circular Economy

SuMMa has analysed the studies of the Ellen MacArthur
Foundation (2012) and TNO (2013) with the Flemish Input-
Output model. 

New jobs in the CE in reuse of products and parts (smartphones, 
washing machines, cars, …), product-service combinations, 
sharing economy, …

In a transition scenario Flanders could save 3,4 billion euros on  
material costs by supporting the circular economy = 2 % of the 
Flemish BBP (gross domestic product) 

Based on the results of the study of TNO SuMMA came to the 
conclusion that the circular economy could generate 2,3 billion
euro added value for Flanders with a creation of 27.000 new 
jobs (= 1 % of the total employment in Flanders). 



WhyWhyWhyWhy focus on different focus on different focus on different focus on different 
spatialspatialspatialspatial scalesscalesscalesscales in the in the in the in the 
regionregionregionregion of Genk?of Genk?of Genk?of Genk?



Scale business site
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Approach



Regional cases
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OpportunitiesOpportunitiesOpportunitiesOpportunities circular economy

relevant for Region Genk

CASESCASESCASESCASES

…follow up …
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Challenges Region Genk 

AtypicalAtypicalAtypicalAtypical spatialspatialspatialspatial structurestructurestructurestructure ((((historyhistoryhistoryhistory –––– human impact) human impact) human impact) human impact) 

IncreaseIncreaseIncreaseIncrease ribbonribbonribbonribbon developmentdevelopmentdevelopmentdevelopment andandandand suburbanisationsuburbanisationsuburbanisationsuburbanisation

Limited Limited Limited Limited connectionconnectionconnectionconnection betweenbetweenbetweenbetween different different different different quartersquartersquartersquarters

IsolatedIsolatedIsolatedIsolated business sites business sites business sites business sites seperatedseperatedseperatedseperated fromfromfromfrom citycitycitycity center center center center andandandand eacheacheacheach otherotherotherother
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USP Region Genk as Circular Region

Reachable & Reachable & Reachable & Reachable & affordableaffordableaffordableaffordable business sites business sites business sites business sites 

(oa Genk-Noord/Zuid, Thor) 

Well Well Well Well locatedlocatedlocatedlocated in Europe (transport): in Europe (transport): in Europe (transport): in Europe (transport): 

Periphery of dynamic regions: Flanders, 

Rhein-Ruhrgebied, Randstad Nl 

Hasselt & Genk as ‘citycentercitycentercitycentercitycenter’ of ’ of ’ of ’ of 

Limburg Limburg Limburg Limburg 

Genk – Maastricht – Aachen as 

Euregio-corridor 

EconomicEconomicEconomicEconomic Network: Network: Network: Network: connectingconnectingconnectingconnecting

infrastructureinfrastructureinfrastructureinfrastructure (canal & harbour of Genk: 

extended Gateway of Harbour Antwerp

- E314 & E313 - Spartacus, Railways

(Kolenspoor),  …



Key expertise to build on

Manufacturing Manufacturing Manufacturing Manufacturing IndustryIndustryIndustryIndustry ((((mostlymostlymostlymostly metal) metal) metal) metal) 

LLLLogisticsogisticsogisticsogistics

Building SectorBuilding SectorBuilding SectorBuilding Sector

CleantechCleantechCleantechCleantech & & & & recycling recycling recycling recycling 

Life Life Life Life sciencessciencessciencessciences CCCC

Creative Creative Creative Creative industryindustryindustryindustry



Potential Circular Economy

Natural ResourcesNatural ResourcesNatural ResourcesNatural Resources: water (Albertkanaal), sand (Kempisch Plateau), 

wood (Kempisch Plateau) 

SecundarySecundarySecundarySecundary ResourcesResourcesResourcesResources: building and demolition waste, glass, paper, 

wood and ferro/non-ferro 

SymbioseSymbioseSymbioseSymbiose between companies (eg. 3  cases) in early stage

IncubatorIncubatorIncubatorIncubator: Greenville (cleantech), C-Mine (start-ups, design), Thor 

(knowledge&technology, eg. Energyville), Corda Campus 

(technology & high tech servicecompanies), … 

Large availability of (Large availability of (Large availability of (Large availability of (technicallytechnicallytechnicallytechnically skilledskilledskilledskilled) ) ) ) laborerslaborerslaborerslaborers

Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge institutesinstitutesinstitutesinstitutes////universitiesuniversitiesuniversitiesuniversities

Urban Urban Urban Urban MiningMiningMiningMining



Vision Circular Economy in Region Genk
Brainstorm with local business managers, local policy makers, circular

economy experts,.. Elements for a VISION on CE in Region Genk

FactoriesFactoriesFactoriesFactories of the of the of the of the FutureFutureFutureFuture –––– circulair circulair circulair circulair entrepreneurshipentrepreneurshipentrepreneurshipentrepreneurship

ExperimentsExperimentsExperimentsExperiments in policy, in policy, in policy, in policy, innovationinnovationinnovationinnovation andandandand productionproductionproductionproduction

Cluster Cluster Cluster Cluster of of of of expertiseexpertiseexpertiseexpertise

Flexibel Flexibel Flexibel Flexibel useuseuseuse of of of of spacespacespacespace

LocalLocalLocalLocal energy energy energy energy providingprovidingprovidingproviding

ProducingProducingProducingProducing ecosystemecosystemecosystemecosystem

We We We We DODODODO itititit togethertogethertogethertogether

HHHHybrideybrideybrideybride networknetworknetworknetwork

LogisticLogisticLogisticLogistic connectionconnectionconnectionconnection



Strategic Project Strategic Project Strategic Project Strategic Project 
FlandersFlandersFlandersFlanders’ ’ ’ ’ MaterialsMaterialsMaterialsMaterials
ProgramProgramProgramProgram
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https://prezi.com/kyithheus8q1/ovam/





Thanks for your attention
Are there any questions?

Government of Flanders
Public Waste Agency 
of Flanders
Stationsstraat 110
2800 Mechelen, Belgium
T: 015 284 541
F: 015 203 275
www.ovam.be
Veerle.labeeuw@ovam.be

Veerle Labeeuw

Helen Versluys

Jorn Verbeeck

Catharina Rams


